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HOA Dues
The Board voted to not raise the HOA dues.  Instead we cut back on two items which allowed us to meet the target budget.  The bills recently sent out, indicated our trash will be picked up once per week.  As in the past, Tuesday will be the pickup day for trash and recyclable items.  There will no longer be a pickup on Friday.  Bulk pickup items (scheduling and fees) are the responsibility of the individual home.  Please contact AAA, 703-818-8222 to schedule your bulk pickup.
The second item we reduced is the lawn maintenance contract.  We have eliminated the street cleaning, weeding, fertilizing and insect control.  We encourage the entire community to assist with the common areas.  Board members have already begun some of the self maintenance by planting in the entrance area and cutting up fallen trees. 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank Doug for purchasing Crape Myrtle trees to replace some recently removed trees.  These are hardy, low maintenance trees and bushes.  For information on purchasing these trees, please refer to their website, www.crapemyrtles.com, or 352-486-6922.  They will be available again in early spring.
Sidewalks
Fairfax County does not require a homeowner or renter keep the sidewalks in front of or around their homes clear of debris.  However, the Board does require each home to keep the sidewalks in front of their homes clear of all debris.  The debris includes snow, ice, acorns, leaves or any item that nature brings upon us.  Do not sweep or shovel these items into the streets.  Please place yard waste in clear plastic or large brown paper bags.  These bags can be placed out for trash pickup only on Monday evenings.  Do not place your yard debris in common areas (including the street) for the Lawn Maintenance contractors to clean up.  Yard debris is also compost material and decomposes quickly.  
Information and recommendations about composting can be found through the EPA’s website at www.epa.gov/wastes/conserve/rrr/composting
Recycling

According to Chapter 109.1 of the Code of the County of Fairfax, we are required to recycle glass, aluminum cans, paper and plastic.  If the recycling symbol is on the container, please place it in your recycle bin or clear bags.  AAA accepts all recyclable items.
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http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/living/recycling.   

Fairfax County also recycles televisions, light bulbs, hazardous household materials, etc at no charge.  A calendar of recycling events can be found at the Fairfax County Website, www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/recycling/calendar.htm 
If you are unable to make any of the listed dates, you can take all recyclable and hazardous materials to the I-95 Landfill located on 9850 Furnace Road.
Parking

The Board has agreed on having vehicles removed if the tags or inspections are expired or are parked without tags.  These vehicles will be removed starting on the 15th day of the month.  These vehicles will be towed at the owner’s expense.  If you notice anyone abusing visitor parking spaces, please contact a board member or leave a voice mail for the board at our main number.
In our recent bills we were notified the Board voted to revoke parking privileges for members who are more than two payments late in their dues assessments.   These spots will not be open to anyone (including visitors or maintenance technicians) for use.  If a vehicle is found parked in one, they will be towed at the owner’s expense.  Once a payment plan is agreed upon and started, parking privileges will be restored.  If one payment is missed, parking privileges will be revoked again.  Lack of payment hurts the entire membership.
In our By-Laws, it does state that lack of payment will result in loss of HOA membership.  This membership pays for trash removal, lights, street and sidewalk repairs, etc.  When payments are not made, necessary funding is not available for maintenance such as snow and/or ice removal.
Crime Prevention/Neighborhood Watch (The following information is directly from the Public Safety section of the Fairfax County website)
Gang Prevention
Virginia State Law 18.2-46.1 defines a criminal street gang as any ongoing organization, association, or group of three or more persons, whether formal or informal, (i) which has as one of its primary objectives or activities the commission of one or more criminal activities; (ii) which has an identifiable name or identifying sign or symbol; and (iii) whose members individually or collectively have engaged in the commission of, attempt to commit, conspiracy to commit, or solicitation of two or more predicate criminal acts, at least one of which is an act of violence, provided such acts were not part of a common act or transaction.
Graffiti is used by gang members to identify turf, communicate threats and show allegiance. As a result it is important to call the police at 703-691-2131 if graffiti is spotted. These reports are taken seriously and an officer will be dispatched to the location to photograph and record the graffiti and incident. Once the report is taken we strongly encourage the property owners to immediately have the graffiti removed.

Several Virginia laws were passed, beginning in 2000, which address this issue. The recruiting of a juvenile into a criminal street gang is a class 6 felony. It also prohibits criminal street gang participation. There is also additional legislation being proposed. There are school regulations which prohibit students from wearing gang clothing and gang paraphernalia. For the most current information on gang related legislation visit http://www.oag.state.va.us/KEY_ISSUES/GANGS/index.html search using the keyword “gang”.
Fairfax County continues to be one of the safest jurisdictions in the country. By working together we can make sure that Fairfax County remains at the forefront of preventing gang crime and the influence of gangs on our children. Parents, family members and entire communities are the number one defense against a child becoming a part of a gang or choosing to participate in gang-like activities.

Important Dates:
January 29, no school (teacher workday)
February 1, no school (teacher workday)
February 15, President’s Day (no school)
March 29-April 2, Spring Break
April 12, no school (teacher workday)
Animal Control
Section 41.1-2-4 of the Fairfax County Code requires that dogs be on a leash when outside of their fenced yard.  The only exception to this code is the Fairfax County designated areas for dog parks.  For the safety of all, please keep your dog on a leash while walking and/or exercising.

Section 41.1-2-6 of the Fairfax County Code requires that dog owners clean up after their dog.  This code is commonly called “The Pooper Scooper Law”.  Per the Fairfax County Website:  

Dog walkers are out in the morning before the workday begins and again in the evening. Most have something in common. They carry a bag, usually a grocery bag or the long plastic sleeve in which newspapers are delivered. These conscientious pet owners take their waste-filled bags and put them in their household trash or flush the contents in the toilet. 

Pet owners who violate the County’s pooper scooper law may incur a fine up to $250. 

Pet waste left on the grass or in the woods makes its way to storm drains every time it rains. Storm drains lead to lakes or streams that ultimately lead to the Occoquan Reservoir and the Potomac Rivers, our drinking water supply. Pet waste may carry disease-causing organisms, which make water unsafe for swimming and more costly to treat for drinking.

Dog waste on the ground is ugly and messy. It pollutes our environment even if it is hidden in the bushes, under leaves or in the woods. Please pick up after your pets. Our health may depend on it. 

Do NOT dispose of your dog’s waste in the common areas of our neighborhood.  You are responsible for cleaning up after your pet.  Violators will be fined by the Board.

Call the Fairfax County Police non-emergency dispatch number at 703-691-2131 to report: 

Dog bites 

Animal cruelty or neglect 

Sick or injured wildlife 

Human exposure/encounters with potentially rabid wildlife 

Fairfax County Animal Control Officers Will respond to the following wildlife encounters/emergencies: 

In a home or business that poses a threat to humans or pets 

Between humans or domestic animals that could result in rabies exposures 

When wildlife shows signs and symptoms of rabies 

When wildlife poses a threat to humans or pets 

When wildlife appear sick or injured 

Fairfax County Animal Control Officers DO NOT respond to the following: 

Calls reporting wildlife nuisances 

When wildlife poses no real threat to humans or pets 

Examples: 

Wild animals living under decks, storage sheds, porches 

Wild animals living in populated areas 

Wild animals in attics, basements, garages and sheds 

Wildlife has damaged gardens, flower beds or shrubs 

Dog licenses are mandatory in Fairfax County 

A license will ensure quick identification and reunion if your dog becomes lost or missing.  

All dogs age 4 months and older must be licensed 

Licenses are good for one year and expire December 31.  New licenses must be purchased by January 31 

Animal Control Officers enforce the dog license code 
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Trash Cans

Please remember to put your house number on your trash cans.  These numbers should be visible from the street.  This helps the Board to identify those who comply with the guidelines. A reminder that trash bags can not be placed out for collection.  They must be in trash cans or boxes.
Front/Side Yards  
A reminder that toys, yard tools and trash cans are not to be stored in the front yard.  This includes behind bushes.  Trash cans remain in your backyard except the day prior to pickup or if you are doing yard work.  Toys can be out front during daylight hours only.  *** Please remind your children not to leave their bikes, ramps or any other toy in the street. ***
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Next Meeting – February 10
If you would like to advertise your business in this newsletter, please contact any member of the Board.  There is a $10.00 fee due prior to each publication.  We also welcome advertisements on our website.  There is a yearly $50.00 fee to cover expenses.

www.sheffieldhoa.info
Important Numbers:

Fairfax County Non-Emergency

703-691-2131

Fairfax Water Authority


703-698-5800

Dominion Virginia Power

888-667-3000

B&M Towing



703-541-0090

Hope for Haiti                      www.unicefusa.org
** Together we can make a difference **[image: image4.png]
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