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Composting
Yard trimmings and food residuals together constitute 24 percent of the U.S. municipal solid waste stream. That's a lot of waste to send to landfills when it could become useful and environmentally beneficial compost instead.  Composting offers the obvious benefits of resource efficiency and creating a useful product from organic waste that would otherwise have been landfilled.

Did You Know That Compost Can….
· Suppress plant diseases and pests

· Reduce or eliminate the need for chemical fertilizers

· Remove solids, oil, grease and heavy metals from stormwater runoff

· Capture and destroy 99.6% of industrial chemicals in contaminated air

More information can be found through the EPA at 
www.epa.gov/wastes/conserve/rrr/composting
“Reduce, Reuse, Recycle”

Compost Bins are approved but must be the same basic size and style as a trash can.
Yard Maintenance

Chapter 119 of the Fairfax County Code prohibits grass exceeding 12 inches.  The County will act upon all complaints received.  The HOA has requested that grass not exceed approximately eight inches. 
“The rule of thumb suggested by the Cornell Extension is, mow when your grass is dry and 3 to 3-1/2 inches tall.  Never cut it shorter than 2 to 2-1/2 inches or remove more than one third of the leaf surface at any one mowing” (http://landscaping.about.com/cs/lawns/a/green_lawns_4.htm)

Parking

There are 178 assigned parking spaces and 8 visitor spaces.  Each townhome has two assigned spaces.  Assigned spaces are to be used by residents with the corresponding townhome number.  Visitor spaces are to be used by visitors only.

A Resident is defined as follows:

1. Anyone that owns or rents all or part of a town home.

2. An extended length visitor stays two or more weeks.

A Visitor is defined as a guest whom visits for a brief period of time (less than two weeks).

Commercial vehicles are not allowed to use visitor parking; this includes cabs and work style vans.

Residents are responsible for ensuring their visitors know the rules of parking.  Commercial vehicles found in visitor parking will be towed at the owner’s expense and without warning.  The Board also agreed on having vehicles removed if the tags or inspections are expired.  These vehicles will be removed starting on the 15th day of the month.  These vehicles will be towed at the owner’s expense.  
If you notice anyone abusing visitor parking spaces, please contact a Board Member or leave a voice mail for the Board at our main number.
Visitor spaces are not to be used to store a vehicle.  They are strictly for short term parking. 

Crime Prevention Tip from Fairfax County Police
Keep trees, bushes and other plants well trimmed if they are near your front door.  Overgrown plants by your windows and/or doors block your view and can make your home an easy target for a burglar. 
And as always…….
** Please turn your front lights on! **

Important Dates:

June 10, HOA Meeting

June 18, Last Day of School
June 27, Sheffield Community yard sale

July 4, Independence Day

August 4, National Night Out

August 7-9, School Supplies tax holiday

Front/Side Yards

Trash cans remain in your backyard except the day prior to pickup or if you are doing yard work.  Toys can be out front during daylight hours only.
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Next Meeting – JUNE 10
This newsletter will be produced quarterly.  If you would like to advertise your business in this newsletter, please contact any member of the Board.  There is a $10.00 fee due prior to each publication.  The next publication will be June, 2009.
We also welcome advertisements on our website.  There is a yearly $50.00 fee to cover expenses.

www.sheffieldhoa.info

Important Numbers:

Sheffield Homeowners Association
703-436-7991
Fairfax County Non-Emergency
703-691-2131

Sheffield Recreation Association
703-569-9880

Fairfax Water Authority

703-698-5800

Dominion Virginia Power

888-667-3000
B&M Towing



703-541-0090

Recycling Events:

June 13, Household Hazardous Waste Collection (West Springfield Government Center, 9am-2pm)

June 14, Electric Sunday TV and computer Recycling (I-66 Transfer Station, 10am-3pm)

June 20, Free Document Shredding (Northern Virginia Community College – Annandale Campus, 8-11 am)

www.fairfaxounty.gov/dpwes/recycling/calendar.htm
Hurricane Preparedness:
· Cut dead trees and limbs

· Learn the difference between a watch and a warning

· Identify an evacuation route

For more information, please visit the FEMA site www.fema.gov/areyouready/hurricanes.shtm[image: image2]
