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Good News!
The Board voted not to raise the HOA dues.  Instead we cut back on two items which allowed us to meet the target budget.  The bills, which recently were sent out, indicated our trash will be picked up once per week.  As in the past, Tuesday will be the pickup day for trash and recyclable items.  There will no longer be a pickup on Friday.  Bulk pickup items (scheduling and fees) are the responsibility of the individual home.  Please contact AAA, 703-818-8222.  
The second item we reduced is the lawn maintenance contract.  We have eliminated the street cleaning, weeding, fertilizing and insect control.  We encourage the entire community to assist with the common areas.  Board members have already begun some of the self maintenance by planting in the entrance area.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank Doug for purchasing a few Crape Myrtle trees to replace some recently removed trees.  These trees, if purchased in bulk, are a maximum of $10 each.  These are hardy, low maintenance trees and bushes.  For additional information on purchasing these trees, please contact Linda Valenti.  They will be available again in early spring.
Sidewalks
Fall is upon us as are the leaves and acorns.  Please keep the sidewalk in front of your home swept free of these items.  Do not sweep them into the streets.  Please place them in clear plastic bags and placed out for trash pickup.  Large brown paper bags can also be used.  Leaves are also compost material and decompose quickly.
Information and recommendations about composting can be found through the EPA’s website  at 
www.epa.gov/wastes/conserve/rrr/composting

Recycling

Fairfax County requires that we recycle glass, aluminum cans, paper and plastic.  If the recycling symbol is on the container, please place it in your recycle bin or clear bags.  AAA accepts all recyclable items.
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http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/living/recycling.   

Fairfax County also recycles televisions, light bulbs, hazardous household materials, etc at no charge.  The next scheduled day is March 28 from 9 am to 2 pm at the South County Government Center.  A schedule of all recycling events can be found on our website.  
If you are unable to make any of the listed dates, you can take all recyclable and hazardous materials to the I-95 Landfill located on 9850 Furnace Road.
Parking

The Board has agreed on having vehicles removed if the tags or inspections are expired or are parked without tags.  These vehicles will be removed starting on the 15th day of the month.  These vehicles will be towed at the owner’s expense.  If you notice anyone abusing visitor parking spaces, please contact a board member or leave a voice mail for the board at our main number.
In our recent bill you were notified the Board also voted to revoke parking privileges for members who are more than two months late in their dues payments.   These spots will not be open to anyone (including visitors) to be used.  If a vehicle is found parked in one, they will be towed.  When the dues are paid in full, the spaces will become available again.

Crime Prevention Tip from Fairfax County Police
How can I stay safe?
Personal safety is not a police issue – it is everyone’s responsibility.  Personal Safety Tips everyone should know include:

Stay Alert – Be aware of your surroundings

Be Confident – Walk with confidence and purpose

Trust Your Instincts – Learn to trust intuition and react to unsettled feelings
Important Dates:

October 31, Halloween (Please check schedules at the malls for trick or treat fun)
November 2 and 3, no school (teacher workdays)

November 11, Veteran’s Day
November 26, Thanksgiving
November 27, Black Friday (http://www.blackfriday.info)
December 24-January 1, Winter Break
January 18 – Martin Luther King Birthday

January 29-February 1 – no school (teacher workdays)
Front/Side Yards

Questions have arisen about toys and trash cans being in the front yard.  Trash cans remain in your backyard except the day prior to pickup or if you are doing yard work.  Toys can be out front during daylight hours only.
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Next Meeting – December 9
This newsletter will be produced quarterly.  If you would like to advertise your business in this newsletter, please contact any member of the Board.  There is a $10.00 fee due prior to each publication.  The next publication will be June, 2009.
*******

We also welcome advertisements on our website.  There is a yearly $50.00 fee to cover expenses.

www.sheffieldhoa.info

Important Numbers:

Sheffield Homeowners Association
703-436-7991
Fairfax County Non-Emergency
703-691-2131

Sheffield Recreation Association
703-569-9880

Fairfax Water Authority

703-698-5800

Dominion Virginia Power

888-667-3000
B&M Towing



703-541-0090
